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The fourteenth annual EY Entrepreneur Of The Year is beginning!

Help us to find the next winner of the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year title – nominate yourself or recommend someone you know 
Prague, 9 September 2013 – EY is looking for the fourteenth EY Entrepreneur Of The Year in the Czech Republic. The winner of the contest will represent the Czech Republic at the world finals in Monte Carlo. As well as financial results, the judging panel is interested above all in an outstanding business story. The competition categories are EY Entrepreneur Of The Year Czech Republic, Technology Entrepreneur Of The Year, Emerging Entrepreneur Of The Year, and Social Entrepreneur Of The Year. The judging panel can also award prizes to the best regional entrepreneurs. Nominations will be received until 30 November 2013.
The EY Entrepreneur Of The Year contest is open to anyone who owns or co-owns a company and who plays a decisive and active role in its management. The company must be at least two years old and employ at least 10 people. Anyone can nominate or recommend someone for the contest, regardless of whether they are a colleague, client, employee or relative. The nomination form is available on the contest website at www.podnikatelroku.cz.
“We are looking for outstanding and inspiring entrepreneurs whose success is the result of their hard work. We are looking for people who are not afraid to put their honour and reputation on the line and to reflect carefully upon their decisions. These are people who do not take flight when problems arise, because they take their responsibility for the dozens or even hundreds of people they employ seriously. I believe there are many such people out there and I hope we meet some of them this year,” said Magdalena Soucek, Country Managing Partner of EY Czech Republic and Central and Southeast Europe.
The judging panel will be chaired by František Piškanin of HOPI and EY Entrepreneur Of The Year 2012: “Winning the prestigious Entrepreneur Of The Year contest organised by EY was fantastic recognition of the work I do,” says František Piškanin, who added: “I am truly proud of how many skilled entrepreneurs I had the opportunity to meet during the Entrepreneur Of The Year process. It just goes to show that the old saying ‘golden Czech hands’ still holds true.” Other winners of the contest will also sit on the judging panel, such as Zbyněk Frolík, LINET, Jannis Samaras, Kofola, and Eduard Kučera, AVAST Software. 
The judging panel will abide by international EY rules. The evaluation process is complex and, as well as economic data, also examines the personality of the competitor, their business story, strategic orientation, global reach, etc. The panellists will focus on a candidate’s entrepreneurial spirit, their honesty and fairness, and their socially beneficial activities.
The category Technology Entrepreneur Of The Year is open to any entrepreneur whose company produces technology or uses it in an innovative way. The expert panel is chaired by Ivan Pilný, president of the TUESDAY Business Network, which is the patron of the category. 
The category Emerging Entrepreneur Of The Year is open to any entrepreneur who has been doing business for a maximum of five years. 
This is the eighth year that EY and the Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship will award a prize to the Social Entrepreneur Of The Year. This category is open to entrepreneurs who apply business practices in order to resolve social problems. They use their abilities and knowledge on projects that help the needy in society, are involved in community projects, help the poor and employ handicapped people. 
The winner of the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year 2013 and all the other individual category winners will be announced on 4 March 2014. The winner in the Czech Republic will participate in the world final, which will be held from 4 – 8 June 2014 in Monte Carlo. 
“The fourteenth year of the contest will have a different title that reflects the new, abbreviated name of EY and our vision, namely that each of us has the opportunity through hard, honest work to make a contribution to a better world. In this respect the entrepreneurs we have met in previous years of the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year competition have set an example that is eminently worthy of being followed,” says Magdalena Soucek. 
The contest is being co-organised by MF DNES, and iDNES.cz. Accredio and Raiffeisenbank are the contest partners. The contest is supported by the CzechInvest agency, the TUESDAY Business Network, g82, the US Business School Prague, and the Schwab Foundation for Social Entrepreneurship. Forbes magazine, the weekly Euro, and Czech Radio Radiožurnál are the media partners. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]About EY Entrepreneur Of The Year contest
EY Entrepreneur Of The Year is the most prestigious global contest for entrepreneurs that pays tribute to outstanding personalities. 
Its aim is to introduce to the public outstanding individuals in the field of business who may serve as examples for young, up-and-coming entrepreneurs. The Entrepreneur Of The Year contest has been conceived as an international contest, so the judging criteria are comparable in every country where it takes place. Currently the only internationally recognized contest of its kind, it is regularly held in nearly 50 countries on six continents. For more information, please visit www.podnikatelroku.cz 

About EY
EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. The insights and quality services we deliver help build trust and confidence in the capital markets and in economies the world over. We develop outstanding leaders who team to deliver on our promises to all of our stakeholders. In so doing, we play a critical role in building a better working world for our people, for our clients and for our communities.

EY refers to the global organization and may refer to one or more of the member firms of Ernst & Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. For more information about our organization, please visit ey.com.



Attachment 1

EY Entrepreneur Of The Year 2013 judging panel members 

· František Piškanin, judging panel chairman, HOPI, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2012
· Jannis Samaras, Kofola, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2011
· Valdemar Walach, WALMARK, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2010
· Eduard Kučera, AVAST Software, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2009
· Vladimír Kovář, Unicorn, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2008
· Pavel Juříček, BRANO GROUP, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2006 
· Zbyněk Frolík, LINET, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2003 
· Jana Ryšlinková, dean, US Business School Prague
· Petr Šmída, investor, ENERN
· Tomáš Ventura, deputy editor-in-chief, iDNES.cz
· Pavel Páral, editor-in-chief, Euro
· Petr Šimůnek, editor-in-chief, Forbes

Advisory Board

Radim Jančura – STUDENT AGENCY, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2005
Miroslav Řihák – ANECT, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2004
Kvido Štěpánek – Isolit-Bravo, Entrepreneur Of The Year 2002
Petr Koblic – Prague Stock Exchange, CEO 
Rudolf Rabiňák – Raiffeisenbank, member of the Board of Directors and Executive Director
Štěpán Lacina – Accredio, chairman of the Board of Directors

Technology Entrepreneur Of The Year 2013 judging panel members 

Ivan  Pilný – chairman of the judging panel, TUESDAY Business Network
Ondřej Bartoš – Credo Ventures
Jiří Beneš – 3TS Capital Partners
Jaroslav Klíma – TESCAN, Technology Entrepreneur Of The Year 2011
Josef Suska – HOKAMI CZ, Technology Entrepreneur Of The Year 2007

Social Entrepreneur Of The Year 2013 judging panel members 

Petra Vitoušová – judging panel chairwoman, Bílý kruh bezpečí, Social Entrepreneur Of The Year 2002
Robert Schönfeld – International School of Music and Fine Arts, Social Entrepreneur Of The Year 2012
Dolores Czudková – Ergon – Sheltered workshop, Social Entrepreneur Of The Year 2011
Drahoslava Kabátová – Letohrádek Vendula, Social Entrepreneur Of The Year 2008
Jozef Baláž – Social Entrepreneur Of The Year 2007
Monika Mudranincová – MF DNES, director of the magazine City
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